
Special Stains in Routine Cell 

Pathology- do they have a 

future?

or

The Irresistible Rise of 

Immuno-histology 



Special Stains

Oxford

1997

56% of cases

2007

46% of cases

50% microbes

PAS+/- D, EVG, Perlôs



Special Stains

Microbes (next talk)

Neuropath ( highly specialised) 

Fat (very uncommon)

Mucins (much decreased)

Connective Tissue/Structure

Deposits/minerals/pigments

Liver and Kidney sets



Special Stains

Liver set

H and E, Reticulin, Sirius Red, Pas+/-D, Perlôs, 

Fouchet, Shikataôs Orcein



Special Stains

Reticulin

Silver impregnation

Fibrils, mostly type III collagen, 0.5 to 2 

microns diameter













Special Stains

Other connective tissue stains

Sirius Red - specific for collagen I and III

Trichromes 

one-step - van Gieson, Gomori

multi-step - Masson, Lendrumôs Picro-Mallory 


